Discussion

Work in pairs. Discuss the quotations below. What do you think they mean? Which ones do you agree
with? Which do you disagree with? Which do you find amusing?

Love conquers all things.
Virgil

Love is blind.
English proverb

Marry in haste. Repent at leisure.
English proverb

Reading

When a girl marries, she exchanges the
attention of many men for the inattention
of one,

Helen Rowland, American writer

Marriage is like a dull meal with the
dessert at the beginning.
Henri, Comte de Toulouse-Lautrec

Read these two opinions about divorce. Which one do you agree with more?
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Who believes what?

Mark the sentences below with ‘S’ if they are what
Sue says and ‘J’ if they are what Julia says:

1. People expect too much from marriage. :
2. Children can experience negative things ‘"'\ )
in a bad marriage. j,: :

3. Children whose parents split up can find / '
it difficult to trust other people later in life. M NV ol
¥ 02

4. Living with one parent can be better than

livi ith both. _ .
1ving wi :a | ' _%% Sk

5. You shouldn’t give up just because a =

relationship is difficult. o ,.'2;‘ ”{:" 253 /b %
Do you agree or disagree with the e B T, «,‘,‘,,,2,_,,4; e

Stalamarts above? “If the police start asking questions, I shall just say

that you packed your things one night and left me.”
Language

Complete the text below with the correct form of these words:
last contest  sign break split up break down  work

In the USA couples sometimes (1) ........ a contract before they get married
called a ‘prenuptial agreement’, which puts in writing what will happen to their
money and possessions if the marriage (2)........ . It doesn’t surprise me that
some of these marriages don’t (3)........ long. Before it has even started, the
happy couple are already planning what to do when the marriage doesn’t
(4) i icai e . And, of course, a prenuptial agreement only works if both
partners are reasonable. But what happens if one person doesn’t want to
1.7 L and (6)........ the divorce? Or what happens if someone
triesto (7) ........ the contract? Well, what it really means is lots of work
- and money - for the lawyers!

Do you think prenuptial agreements are a good idea? Would you have one?

Discussion

Work in pairs or small groups. Discuss these questions:
1. What experience do you have of divorce? Your own? Your parents? Other family members? Friends?
2. Can divorce ever really be amicable?

3. Research shows that the children of divorced parents are more likely to get divorced themselves.
Why do you think this is the case?
4. How easy do you think it should be to get a divorce? Which of these are you in favour of?
a. divorce on demand — whenever one party wants it.
b. wait for a year to see if the couple can get back together again.
c. compulsory counselling for six months before a decision is taken.

5. What do you think are suitable reasons for getting divorced? Consider these:

He’s been unfaithful to me. We’ve just grown apart.

Life is so boring. He hits me.

She doesn’t sleep with me any more. I want my freedom back.

We just have nothing in common. I just married the wrong person. It’s as simple as that!
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