PROBLEM SOLVING: TEACHER'S NOTES n

ACTIVITY 7: Group/Pair Presentation: An Important Performer

Procedure
1. Photocopy the instruction page and go over it with the class.

7. Have each student mention a few of their “important performers.” Try to have them
match up with at least one other person according to the performers that are men-
tioned. Although this activity is described as a group activity, it could also be an
individual effort, especially if it is difficult for the students to find time together after
class.

3. Set dates and times for the presentations.
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PROBLEM SOLVING: AN IMPORTANT PERFORMER m

An Important Performer

Give a short presentation (20 to 30 minutes) on the life and music of an artist (or group).
You may include photos of the artist, music performed by the artist, song lyrics, and any
other relevant information.

Here are some points to consider:

e How old is the artist?

e Where is he/she from?

¢ What kind of music does the artist play?

* What is unique about him/her? (voice/personality/achievements/talent)

» What does he or she represent to you?

* Why does this artist’s music touch you in a special way?

¢ How does his/her music make you feel?

* What else does the artist do besides sing? (acting/dancing/writing/political or
humanitarian work)

* What special events have happened in this artist's life?

* Has he/she had to overcome hardships to attain success?

* Have you ever seen this artist perform live? If so, what struck you about the
performance(s)?

* Does this artist write songs? If so, what are they about?

* How has this artist inspired others?

* What do you think this artist's legacy will be?
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PROBLEM SOLVING: TEACHER'S NOTES “

ACTIVITY 4: A Business Decision: Which Singer Would You Choose?

See the photocopyable instructions to the students on page 29.

Procedure

1. Photocopy and hand out the two pages for this activity. Go over the instructions and
the vocabulary with the entire class.

2. Break the students into groups of three or four and have them read “The Artists”
sheet. Tell them to take turns reading aloud the descriptions of the artists.

3. Give them a time limit for the decision.

4. Have the groups compare and discuss their decisions.
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PROBLEM SOLVING: A BUSINESS DECISION m

mercurial: very changeable moods from hot to cold.

charisma: personal magnetism that attracts people’s attention.

rap artist: A rap artist plays rap music, a style of music with a heavy beat
and words spoken rhythmically instead of sung.

new country artist: A new country artist plays new country music, which
is a blend of traditional country music (a kind of folk music
which originated in the rural areas of the southern United
States—sometimes called “cowboy music”) and rock music.

hangers-on: A hanger-on is someone who “hangs on to” a star or some
powerful person in order to benefit from the glamor, excite-
ment, and fame surrounding the famous person.

THE ARTISTS

Boy Thunder: Boy Thunder is a 23-year-old pop singer with a weak but interesting voice.
Although he writes very little, he is quite good-looking and only a bit temperamental.
Unfortunately, he does not have very strong stage presence.

Johnny Hero: One good point about Johnny Hero is that he is an excellent songwriter.
Unfortunately, this 33-year-old hard-rocker is going bald and has quite a large nose,
which may or may not affect his popularity with young fans. On the other hand, he is
very easy-going and has a passable singing voice, but his live act leaves much to be de-
sired.

Tina Mercury: Tina has good looks and a dynamic voice. However, this 21-year-old
heavy metal artist has a mercurial temper to go with her name. Tina has some charisma
on stage, but she has no talent when it comes to songwriting. There have also been some
allegations of drug use on her part.

Jamal X: This 27-year-old rap artist is an excellent performer on stage. Althou gh he is not
unattractive, he is over-weight and could stand to lose 20 to 30 pounds. He is a very good
songwriter but writes infrequently. He can be somewhat moody at times. Moreover, he
has a criminal record for assault, which might cause some problems with regard to tour-
ing outside the country.

Waylon Hicks: Waylon is a 30-year-old new country artist, who shows a lot of potential
as a songwriter. His voice is soft and sensitive and he has boyish good looks. However, he
can only put together a decent performance after he has had a few drinks. Also, you don't
like the group of hangers-on who seem to accompany him everywhere he goes,
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